Stroke is responsible for more deaths annually than those attributed to AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria combined; yet remains a silent epidemic! Last year, The World Stroke Organization (WSO) theme was ''Stroke is treatable,'' and it is: Stroke treatment is highly effective, and new treatments have just become available. Stroke is also preventable, and the obvious human, social and economic benefits of preventing stroke motivate us to focus on stroke prevention in 2017! Results from the recent Global Burden of Disease Study 2013, 1 suggest that more than 90% of the stroke burden is attributable to modifiable risk factors, and achieving control of behavioral and metabolic risk factors could potentially avert up to three-quarters of the global stroke burden.
The WSO is the world's leading organization in the fight against stroke. Established in October 2006 through the merger of the International Stroke Society and the World Stroke Federation, the field collectively recognizing stroke should be represented globally by a single voice with broad-based representation. Today, the WSO represents more than 55,000 stroke specialists across 85 different countries! Global advocacy remains one of our key activities and underpins our motivations on World Stroke Day. By taking steps to address the causes of stroke at an individual and population level, we have the power to reduce the human, social, and economic costs of stroke.
On World Stroke Day, 29 October, this year we are focused on stroke prevention, raising awareness of stroke risks, and demonstrating the steps we can all take-as individuals, professionals or decision makers-to prevent stroke.
. Act NOW because stroke is a global epidemic that threatens lives, health and quality of life . Act NOW as we have the knowledge to reduce the risk of stroke and to effectively treat patients . Act NOW as much can be done to rehabilitate stroke survivors and improve their overall quality of life
. Act NOW to raise professional and public awareness about stroke
And, in particular we want to
. Send a unified, consistent message throughout the world by enhancing existing stroke campaigns in order to sustain a global effort . Increase awareness, educate the public and health professionals about the causes and symptoms of stroke . Influence policy makers in putting the fight against stroke higher on national, regional, and international public health agendas . Build partnerships with stakeholders from across all sectors and from all disease-oriented organizations to prevent and reduce stroke . Advocate for appropriate treatment, quality care, and support . Work towards the establishment of comprehensive stroke units or similar stroke facilities in all corners of the world . And, work towards building a healthcare system that responds to the needs of each individual dealing with the impact of stroke, their families, and caregivers So, what are you doing on World Stroke Day, 29 October 2017? Join our campaign and help us to prevent this global epidemic!
